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THAW INSANE MAN,
HIS CQUNSEL'S PLEA

/ __________

NeitherWhite's Slayer nor
His Family tobeSpared

in Proving This.

M1ND NOT RIGHT
WHILE ABROAD

Eoctors and Nurses to Be Brought
to Show That He Was Insanc

in Rome, Montc Carto and
j, Konda.Premeditatcd

Murder, Dcclarcs
Garvan.

NEW YORK, January 13..Tho Thaw
trial moved wlth a rush to-day. After
the State had presented Its dlrect case

and Assletant Distrlct Attorney Gar¬
van had chnracterlzcd the kllllng of
Stanford Whlte ns a "premedlUtid. de-
llbcrate and cowardly murder." Mar¬
tln W. Littleton, for tho defense, made
tho opening plea for tho prlsoner. Hls
promlse of new evldencc was sensa-
ttunu.1. Mr. Littleton promlsed to forge
a cnaln of clrcumstancea and to pro¬
duce a Une of' testlroony whlch wlll
prove Harry K. Thaw undenlably In¬
sane at the tlme of the homlclde. Bvl-
dopce of heredltary insanlty and of
tarange, unusual acts of Thaw was
told of by Mr. Littleton, who aald that
physlclans apd nursea who had at-
tended Thaw wero hurryfng hcre from
Europe; that tcachors of the dofendant
ln chlldhood would bc on hand to
glve thelr imprcsslons of "thc wlde-
cyed, dlstant boy."

In conclusion Mr. Littleton chal-
lenged the Distrlct Attorney to produce
a alngle reputable phyaiclan who would
say that Thaw was not Insane at the
tlme he kllled the noted archttect. Mr.
Littleton startled the court-room by
declaring that after Evelyn Nesblt had
told hlm her story In Pnris In 190;),
Thaw "drenchod himseif wlth polson."
and would have dled but for the herolc
work of three physlclans, who labored
over hlm all of one nlght." When Mr.
Littleton started to launch into the re-
latlons of Stanford Whlte with the
plrl whom Thaw marrlcd Mr. Jerome
was on hls feet wlth an objectlon.
Justice Dowilng Eustained hlm, and
the name of the archltect was not
llnked agaln with that of the de-
fendant's wlfe. Mr. LIttletoa touchedj
but Ilghtly upon tho glrl's story, as|
she told it to Thaw. but agaln drewj
an objectlon from the prosecutlng of-j
ficer, whg said: "Mr. Littleton ls now

atraylrig into stuff whicb, in my opln-
lon, wlll be excluded." AgalU Juetlce
Dowilng suetulned the objectlon.

He Nor Fnuilly Spnred.
Mr. Littleton spared nolther Thaw

nor hls famlly ln hls recital of the de-
I'endanfs llfe hlstory.
Durlng the speech Thaw Eat wlde-

eyed and pallld. looking flxedly at hls
coupsoU Toward the closo he Bcemed
rather dlspleaeed wlth somethlng that
was sald. Mr. Llttleton'a speech was

somewhat dramatic and lmpassloned at
tlmea, and was keenly foljowed by the
Jury. Thaw's uncestry. marked by de-
cided talnte of insanlty on both the
father's and mother's slde, accordlng
to hls chief counsel, was drawn wlth
great caro, and then the defendant
hlmself was plctured ni irratlonal, er-
ratic and Insanc as a boy, who, oscll-
lating between "starship and madness.
between brllllance and darkness,"
fought unavallingly against the fever
of Insanlty whlch coursed ln hls blood
at blrth. "I make no clalms for thls
defendant abovo those of tho av'erage
man as to morals, vlces or vlrtues,"
tleclared Mr. Littleton, "but I say his
lifc hlstory ls enough to free hlm from
the charge that he was responslble
for hls act. Add to his hlstory the
heartbreaklng eplsodc of hla love for
the young woman who became hls wife,
and of her recital to hlm of a story
whlch. flashed to the four quarters of
tbc globe, made all the world that reads
gtand stlll and wonder, and I shall have
no hesltancy ln aaklng you If you have
not a reaaonable doubt as to whether
jhe was sane tbc nlght of thls deplor-
able tragedy. And. upon that doubt 1
.hall ask you for a verdlct .of not
fullty."

Insanc Whlle Abroud.
Mr. Littleton told of a trip abroad

taken by Thaw In 1800. when he was
ill and insane at Ropie, Monto Casio
and fvondo, belng under the care of
physlclans and nurses ai each place,
and dcclared ho would produce these

fhyslclans and nursos, as far as possi-
!e, to tell thelr story. Teachers who

kept dlariea about the strange chi)d
who aat ln thelr classes also will come,
he said, to tell the Jury about. the
early llfe and tcndencles of the de¬
fendant. Describlng the kllllng of Mr.
Whlte, Mr. Littleton ?aid:

"That madness, born and bred in
him, had been set on fire by the storles
he. had heard. He had'gone to the dis-
trict-attorney with them and to Mr.
Cornstock. They ran ln hls head, untll,
stnggerlng among the chairs -of Madl-
son Squarq Garden.yet not drunk.
his eyes burnlng like two great coal-t
of fire, unable lntelllgently to answor
two questions put to hlm, manlacal ln
the last dogroe, lost.lost as he was in
Bomo, In Monte Carlo and in Londo'n,
th.o bllnd confuslon of Insanlty over-
came hlm and he flred. The result was
n££ a murder, but the act of a niad
man, who afterwards,, wlld-eyecl and
irratlonal, cr\ed out in hls cejl that
he heard the voices of llttle chlldren
fiilllng, and proclalmed that he had but
aeted as an agent of Provldence."
'After his speech Mr. Littleton 'waa

aslted in what manner ho would at-
tempt to prove Tnaw sano at the pros-
ep't tlme If he offered such an acoumu-
latlon of evidence as to progressive ln>
sanlty up to the time of the killiiig. "I
can only aay that I wlll cr'oss my
brldges as T come to thom. A man can't
rlde two horses golng in opposite di-
feotfons at tho same tlme," he re¬
plled.
The outline of tho detense was gen-

erally copsidered as ref]octlng a do-
terminatlon on the part of Thaw's
attorneys to prove hlm insane In 1006,
rogardless of all conaeciuences Tho
lirst evtdonco for the defense, prob¬
abiy of a medlcaT ciuirituter, wlll bo
taken to-morrow mornlng. Prior to
the opening of court to-day, A Itussoll
Feabody, attorney for Thaw, stated
that no npplicatlon for a commission
to go to Pittsburg and talto tho tesll-
inony of Mrs. Wllltam Thaw. woulil

{ContlnueU on Mecotul Page,).

HIGHERTHAN FOR YEARS
HIk IUae nt Lynchhurg, But No Uam-
¦«e.SerlouH Ilemilla nt Other Placea.

fSyeclal toThoTlnti-Uupateh.]LYNCHBURQ. VA. JanuarvJ 13,.
The hlghost-freahet ln the Jamea Rlver
alhde March, 1005, was experlencedhere thlB mornlng, when tho rlver
here thls mornlng. when. the rlver
recorded 16.2 feet on the governrrjent
gauge. By 11 o'clock It had fallen
to lu.3 feet. and has been falllng
alowly all .afternoon. Thc danaor lln«
hero la elghteolj feet, and-no damage
has been . reported about the clty.
The flood la the'reautt ot. tho preolp-

Itation Saturday nlght, amounllng to
1.35 Inchea,. thls water falllng on the
heavy snow whlch coverod the moun-
talna to the west of Lynchburg. The
water began to rlse yesterday, and last
nlght at S o'clock it had reoched a
atage of elovon feet. Conalderable sur-
prlae waa felt this mornlng when It
was found that the watcr had gone
above aixteen feet.
Thc preclpltatlon thus far thls

month ln the clty aggregntos 3.44
Inchea, whlch Ia 1.8S Inches in exceaa
of tho normal ralnfall for thia timo of
year.

CITIES IN DARKNESS
Heavy Italn niul Meltlng. Snow Cauae

Serloua Flood In the Mn-nandoah.
(Rpeoiai to The Times-Diipatch.r

WEs'CHESTER, VA., January 13..
AVinchester Is In total darknesa, ao far
aa eleotrlclty Is coricerned to-nlght, on
accotfnt of the hlgh water ln fchonan-
doah Rlver, parttally inundating the
plant of the AVinchester and Waahlng-
ton Clty Electrlc Company. Berry-
vllle and Charlcatown are alao wlth-
out eleotrlclty.
The meltlng snow and stcady raina

have caused the rlver to rlse about
twenty feet above normal. It haa
overflowed Ita banka and much damage
haa already been austalhed. Several
manufacturing plants in thls viclntty
had to shut down on account of no
electrlo power.-

THE POTOMAC QUITE HIGH
Paascs Flood St««e nt Harper'a Ferry.

Ileporta of Damage.
AVASHTNOTOis. D. C, January' 18..

The Potomac Rlver at Harper'a Ferry,
W. \'a.. paased the flood atage to-day,
when the water rose to twenty feet.
No great damage ia- reported from
that polnt, and as thc rlver above Har¬
per'a Ferry Is reported falllng, the
dangcr ls rcgarded aa paat.
The crest of tho rlae wlll reach thla

clty to-morrow mornlng.
Rcports to the Weathcr Burcau here

state that a good deal of damage haa
been done in Weat A'lrglnla by the
ovcrflowing of tho Shenandoah Rlver,
whlch emptlea Into thc Fotomac at
Harper'a Ferry.

Much Feed Is Kiilned.
[Speclal to The Tlmea-Dlsoa.tch.1

NOFtWOOD, NELSON COUNTY. VA.,
January 13..The hard raln on Satur¬
day nlght, together wlth thc meltlng
of the lioavy apow whlch fell ln the
mountaius last week, haa brought tho
Jamea Rlver all over the low-grounds.
It contlnued to' rlse slow!y_ all the
mornlng up until noon, when it waa
at a Btahdatill. Many of the farmers
have their rough feed stll on tha
ileld, and that which haa not. been
taken away by the high water is now
oj no account. The elouds hang aa
though it may raln agaln. and ahould
there be a aecond rlse, aorae of the oc-

cupants are afrald they wlll r-ave to
move in the upper stortes of their
bouaes.

Poge Streama All Swollen.
[Speciai to The Tlmes-DU<p&tch.j

LL'RAY. VA.. January 13..All
streama ln Page county are hlgher
than for years, caused by an unpre-
cedonted ralnfall on Saturday nlght.
Slx inches of snow ln the Blue Rldgc
having been melted by the warm rain,
caused all the smaller streama to
comc down in floodtide.

MRS. GIBB MAY RECOVER
IliiNhtind Dcnlea Any Grnund for Re¬

ported Attcnipt nt Sulclde.
[From Our Regular CorroRpondent.)

AVASHINGTON, D. C, January 13..
Thc conditlon of Mrs. Frank B. Glbb,
who shot hcraclf ln the abdomen at
Calverton, Va.. Saturday, and waa op-
erated on at the Provldence HoBpltal,
In this city, ycaterday mornlng, cop-
tinues to improve, and her phyalcians
say she haa a falr chanco to recover.

'.The story of my wlfe shooting her-
self Is false from start to flnish." said
Mr. Glbb at the Ralelgh thls afternoon
"There ls not a germ of truth ln lt.
It ls absolutely untrue that elther ahe
or I ever contemplated flling a autt
for dlvbrce. I cannot underatand how
auch a report *could have orlgtnated,
upleas lt atartei from the fact that l
had been away a month on a huntlne
trlp. There is no truth In the atory
that there was a quarrel between my
wlfe and myaelf after her return fron:
the .drlve, a few minutes before ahe
was shot. We had a few mlnutes' con-
versatlon when she returned. I hac
just left her when I heard the shot
and found. her lylng on the fioor, the
blood gushlng frpm the wound In the
abdomen.' I cannot account for. the
accident unless my wife was tryirig tc
put the plstol on a shelf of the cup-
board, and the trigger struck agalnst
some obstructlon, or the trigger caughi
dii' her clothlng as she was taklng H
from her pocket."
The greatly prostrated condltion oi

Mr. Glbb as a result of tho ahootlng
of hls wife Is coiitradlctlon of the storj
of marltal Infellclty.

ANNEX TO STATION BURNS
Unlon Stntton Proper, One of liomai

CityV* I.audmarka, Darely Enonpcs.
ICANSAS CITY, January 13..Th<

unlon statlon annex in Unlou Avenue
adjolnlng the unlon railway statlon
was destroyed by lire early to-day. Th«
unlon statlon proper, one of Kanaaj
Clty's landmarks, was saved by th<
flromen ufter a hard ftght. Tho buni(ji
builcliug contalned: the receivlng offtco:
of Adams, Wells-Fargo. and Paclflc Ex
press Companies, a branch mallinn
room of the post-offlce, The offlcea' o
the Fred/Harvey Eatlng House Com
p'any, the Pullman Palace Ca|* Com
pahy. llnen room and the Railway Men'i
Young Men's Chrlstlan Assoclattoi
rooms.
The losa ia eatlmatod at close t<

$250,000. Tho flre atarted at 4 o'cjocl
from 'crosacd electrlo llght AVire8 ovo:
tho reglstry' department of the malllru
room. *

Peterahurg Iloy im Edltor,
[Speclal to The Tlmea-l'dspatoh.]

PROV1DENCE, R. L, January ia.-
At tho annual meotlng of Brunonlai
board to-day, 1*- L. -Larrabee, olast
of 1900, of Petersburg, Va,, wap elect
od assoclate edltor. The 'Br.unon.iar
)s tho students' clally.at Brown Unl-
verslty, and poalti*ns on Us edltorla
ataff are among tho most sought foi
Uonors at Brown.

STRICKEN BY OEATH
Most Eminent Lawyer in
Virginia Passes Away
After Brief Ulness.

IN CONFERENCE
ON SATURDAY

End Came at 10:30 o'Clock Last
Night as a Shock to His

.Many Friends . His
Long and Brilliant

Record at the
' Bar.

Mr. Frank Wood Chrlstlan, generallyconceded to be the leader ot tho bar
of Vlrglnia, died last nlght at his home,
No. 81S Park Avenue, after an illness
of barely two days. Mr. Chrlstlan,
who was In hls flfty-seventh year, wa^
ln his uaual robuat health throughout
last week, and even though unwell
for the last two days, hls death came
Buddenly aa a shock to hls famlly and
frlends. Last Saturdoy night he met
a number of gentleman at thc Jcffer-
son Hotel to dlscuss a business mat-
ter, and took vigoroue part in set-
tlng fortb thc legai aspects of the case.

Returnlng to hls home that .dght, he
complalned to hla law partner, Judge
George L. Chrlstlan, of feelmg unwell,
and on Sunday and yesterday-waa con-
tined to the house. hls condltlon belng
ot no tlme considered scrious.

Mr. Chrlstlan waa the son of the late
Dr. Andrew H. and Mary A. Chrlstlan.
of thls clty, and was born ln Rlch¬
mond, at ,the 'home of hls grandfather.
Mr. Richard Whltfleld, on January S,
1851.

Wnn An Eminent Lawyer.
Durlng hla chlldhood his father made

hls home In Petersburg, and he en¬
tered the prlmary schools there, re-
m'ovlng later to Rlchmond, where he
entered Mr. Strother's classlcal school,
from whlch he graduated. Hc took
both the acadomlc and law coursos at
tho Universlty ot Vlrglnia, graduatlng
In law before reachlng the age of twen-
ty-one. After secur|ng hls llcenae' to
practlce ln Vlrglnia he formed a-law
partnershlp with Mr. C. C. McRae, of
Chestenield county. wlth whom he con-
tinued for a short tlme. On the ro-
ttrement of hls cousln, Judge George
L. Chrlstlan, from the bench of the
Hustings Court, of Rlchmond, they
formed a law partncrahlp, datlng from
January 1, 1S83. the firm rapldly be-
comlng one of the moBt promlnent ln
Vlrrlnla.

Mr. Chrlstlan's practlce- was always
of a higp type, he having conductod
many contested casea in the Supreme
Court'and in the Unlted States Courts,
involvlng much corporatlon and lil-
trlcate litigatlon practlce. Throughout
his professional llte he had always en-
joyed'the conndence and esteem of hls
aseoclates, and had generally been re-
garded as one of the hlghest expon-
ents of the principlea of law In tne
State, standlng in the acknowledged
positlon aa the leader ot the .Vlrglnia
bar.

In Many Famous Cases.
There has hardly been a case of

note ln the last twenty years ln whlch
hc had not been retained, his famous
argument in the case of Tennant vs.

Dunlop belng well remembered by
Rlchmond attorneys. Mr. Chrlstlan was
one of the counsei for the State of Vlr¬
glnia ln reslating the attacks made on
the new Constitutlon, carrylng his case
trlumphantly through the hlghest
courts.
Recently he was appointed one of the

State proxies for voting the shares of
the. State of-Vlrglnia in tho Rlchmond.
Fredcricksburg and Potomac Railroad.
In thls capaclfy he had already taken
steps to appear beforo the Leglslature
ln oppositlon to any actlon that mlght
be detrlmental to Its interests.

Mr. Chrlstlan at various tlmes had
the offer of several Judgeshlps, and at
one time was tendercd a seat in the
Vlrglnia Supreme Court, but cmslat-
entlv decllned to hold any publlc of-
fice. He'was an actlve member of the
Vlrglnia State Bar Assoclation and of
the Westmoreland, Commonwealth and
Deep Run Hunt Clubs. Throughout
his llfe he retained hls affectlon for
outdoor llfe. and rode to hounds, al¬
ways keeplng a number of flne saddle
horses.

An Ardent Soortswao.
Mr. Chrlstlan, like hls famous pro-

totypes of the Virglpla bar. was an
ardent sportsmau. and perhaps no man
ln Vlrglnia. was. better read or mor«
conversant wlth sports than he.
As a student of the thoroughbred he

enjbyed the confldence and esteem of

(Continued on Tenth Page.)

DIES FROM GAS POISONING
Mrs. C'unnlngbnni, n Slngcr, Sald t<:

Have Been From Vlrglnia.
NEW' YORK, January 13..Mts

Thomas Cunningham, twenty'-elglp
years old, was found dead ln bed-oi
accldental gas polsonlng at her board-
lng house, at No. 231 East KourtoentI
Street, this mornlng. In turnlng of
tho llght she had evidently openet
another cock, whlch was Intendod t<
supply a gas heater through a rubbei
tube. Thero was no tube.
Coroner A. Crltelly found that Mri

Cunningham had been marrfed onlj
three months. Her malden name we1
Jessie Riffe. Hor father is W. A. Rlffo
of Vlrglnia Heigh.ts, Va. Mrs, Cunnlng
ham wus a slnger nnd a week ago hu<
gotten an engagement with a loca
vauciev'ilib house. The ooroner had th
bodv-cared-for by an undertaken pend
tr.g'communlcatlon^wlth ber famlly.

MYSTER10US EXPLOSION
Expresw Cnr iu Kliime* JVeer Spot Presl

fleut Spenqer Waa Kllled.
[Speclal to Tbo Tlmes-Dlsuatch.]LYNCHBURG, VA., January 13,--

Whlle the Jacksonvtllo Expross wb
speedlng southbound late yester
day, wheu almost at tho spot Presl
dent Spencer was kllled in a wrocl
m6ro than a year ago, thero was
torrlflc explosion ln the axpresa car.
.Mossenger Jesale 'Cunningham rush

ed to the veetlbule and pulled the enicr
gonoy bratte. Before the traln coul
bo stopped. however, the intorior o
tho car wus in flnmos, The contont
woro all deatroyed and tho mosaonge
lost all of hls papers and personal of
jleots. Tho ca,r was -sldo-trackad a
Lawyers,' Tho explosion has not boo
fxplalned.

MRS. MARTIN'S WOUND FATAL
Uultc Slndlar to That AVbich Endcd

Llfc ot Prcldt-iit McKtntey.
[Speclal to Tha Tlmrs-DUpatch.1

NEAV YORK. January 13..Mrs.
Kathleen Martln, who was shot ln tha
Hotel St. Oeorgc, ln Brooklyn, on Kat-
urday by her huabarid, Arthur J. Mar¬
tln, before he shot and kllled hlm-
Btlf, died at 7 o'clock thls mornlng, at
the Brooklyn Hospital.

Until a few hours boforo her death,
the woman Avas conRclou*. Mrs.
Francea Trevelyan, of Charlotteavllle,
;wlll have charge ,of the funeral of her
nlece. and wlll prbbably have tlie body
romoved to Chartottesvillc.
Tho wound whlch caused tho death

of Mrs. Martln. 16 declared by the sur-

geohs to havo been almost ldentlcal
wlth that whlch cAuacd thc death of
Prealdent MoKlnley.
tfurgeona aay thc bullet penetrated

the atomach and llver and lodged ln
Mrs. Martln'a splne.
From storlea told to Coronor Henry

Brewer by Harry Mnrtln, a brothor of
the aelf-slatn man, lt haa been learncd
that tho trouble betAvcen Martln and
hla wlfe ,was caused by famlly Inter-
ference. Mrs. Martln'a, relatlvea ln
Charlotteavllle. Va.. wanted her to
spend slx months ot tho year at Forest
Lodge there, the home of Francls
Trevelyan, the well known raclng
man and steward at tho Clty Park
race-traok, New Orleans. AVhen Mrs.
Martln was away her husband grew
lonesome. They had controversiea by
letter, followed by moro ncrlmonlotta
onea when she returned. It was also
learned that the plstol wlth whlch
Martln killed hlmself and rhot hls
wife was the one wlth which Hcnry
Martln, Jr., shot hls father a few
years ago.

a

A NEGRO'S GOOD LUCK
Vncartbcd a, Tln Can Contalnlng *300

ln Gold nnd Sllver.
[fipoe.Ial loTheTlmes-Oitpatch.l

HIGH POINT. N. C. January 13..
A t.n can full of gold and sllver. sup-
posed to have been burled durlng the
Clvll War, waa unearthed here to-day
by a negro barber named George
Rousa. AA'htle walking down the rail¬
road track In front of the Globe Home
furnlture factory hla coat was caught
by an Iron rod drWen down In the
jjround. Thia exclted hla curioslty, and
upon examlnlng the atick and pulllng
at It the dlrt caved ln around It, ex-

posing to vlew a tln can whlch con-

talned gold and allver to the amount
of over $300. Thc can was so rusty
that a good portlon of It had rotted
away. Whether lt was hld durlng the
war or later by thieves, it is not proh-
able that any one will clalm it, und
thc negro Is overjoyed at hls nnd.

It Is known for a certalnty that blg
atims of monoy were hld here durlng
the Clvll Vv'ar. and at dlfferent tlmes
people from other States have come
here to look It up, but to no avall.
Twelve wagonloads of coppor were
hauled from the depot here in the early
mornlng hours of February, 1S8-I, and
burled 300 yards north of tlic depot.
Sometlme ago two gentlemen from Mls-
sisslppl who helped to bury the copper
were here, but could not locate lt.
It would brlng at leaat |10.000 to-day
If It could be found.

FR0ZEN IN THE SNOW
Heavy Storm in Glles County nnd Two

Boya Perlxb.
(Speclal to Tbe TlmesrDljpatch.]

BRISTOL, VA.. January 13..A letter
reccived here to-day from Mountain
Lake, Glles county, Va., states that
snow has fallen ln the mountajns thero
to the depth of three feet. Two- boya,
the letter states, were found frozen to
death ln the snow. On account of the
remoteness of thc scene the names of
the boys have not been learncd here.

NEW TOBACCO SALES REC0RD
Over Ilnlf Mllllon Pounda DIaposed of

in Lexlngton One Dny.
LEXINGTON. K.Y.. January 13..Six

hundred thousand pounds of white bur-
ley tobacco was sold on the fioor of
tho loose leaf warehousea hero to-day.
This breaks all records. AVagons had
been comlng In from all over the to¬
bacco district slnce Saturday night.
The warehouses hero are strongly

guarded nightly agalnst surprise by
'night riders" by speeial offlcers and
a. squad of soldlers 'wlth a Gatllng
gun, Several surroundlng towns are
also belng guarded nightly.

R0BT. MACLAY&C0. SUSPEND
Obligatlona of Sl,."oo,ooo Covered by

Collaterul Not Hcndily Snlablc.
NEAV YORK, January 13..Tho atts-

penslon of the nrm of Robert Maclay
& Company was announced to-day on
tho Stock Exchange. The flrm conslsts
of Robert Maclay and Alfred H. Maclay.
who are sons of the late Robert Maclay.
presldent of the Knlckerbocker Trust
Company. before Charles T. Bai-ney
Avas elected to head that instltutlon.
and Harold H. AVeekes, the former Co-
lumbla College athlete. who Is the
board member. Robert Maclay said he
hoped the suspension would be only
temporary.
The obllgations. accordlng to the

counsol for the flrm. amount to. $1,-
r.00,000, which ls covered by collateral
not readlly salable in the present
market. '_
GOLD MINlNG CAMP BURNING
Great El Oro, I.nrgest .Cninp lu Mextco,

lleiun Hcduced to AmIics.
MEXICO CITY, January 13..Ac¬

cordlng to a telegram just recelved In
this clty, the great gold mlnlng camp,
El-Oro, one of thc largest ln the re-

public ls being destroyed by flre.
When thc dispatch waa fjled thc

prlnclpal hotels nnd the more Import-
ant business buildlngs of the camp had
been roduced to ashes. The lnforma-
tlon declared thc entlro town was
threatened. Slnce thls dispatch no word
has been recelved from tho camp, ns
communlcatlon ls Interrupted. No
detatls are oblalnable tOrlllght.
'

FARMER COMM.ITS SUICIDE
Awnkcncd Duriug «»»«V \>e «oe« to

Outbousc nnd Sboota HiuixeU.
NORFOLK, VA., January 13.A spo-

ctal to the Ledger-Dtspatoh from
Ellzabeth Clty. N. C, says that James
W. Prltchard, a prominent farmer
llvlng In that vlclnlty. awakenlng dur-
Ing the terr-lflc ga e of yeaterday morn.
Ing subsequt-ntly left'hla bed. and. go-
InK to an outhouse, oommltted sulcide
hy puttlng a rlfle bwllet through hla
head. Hls wlfe golng to .search for
hlm, found the body. Mentol aberra-
tlonts allegedto_h'lVO boen thQ cauae,

Tbe Vlrgluln Diun.iffed lu Storm.
NORFOLK, VA.. .,rar,"f',y .13..Thc

Bay Llne stenmboai Vlrglnla, froir
Baltlmoro to Nurt'«ik. waa caught In
the, flercio galc.of yosto 'dny und hud

»ho waa struck

VIOLENT PROTEST

Assignment of the Senate
Committees Not Satis-

factory to Minority.

BUT LIST STANDS
AS ANNOUiNCED

Speaker Byrd's Appointraents in
the House Generally Com-
mended.Not Much Ac-

tivity Along Line of
Investigation Is

Expected.
BV LI5WIS H. MACIIEX.

The announccment of committees. a

few reaolutlons, a few speeches and a

good many bllls lntroduced, tells the
story of yesterday'a proceedlnga ln
tho Legislaturc. Tho attendancc was
8omewhat smaller than heretoforo, bc-
causc somo members did not return
from their homes ln time to attend.
The sesslons of both houses wero brlef.
Tho committees of the House, tinllkc

those of tho Senate, are absolutely
determlned hy the presldlng offlcer.
Conscquently they wero accepted with¬
out questlon, and appcared to glvo gen¬
eral satlBfactlon. In the Senate, how-
ever, the minority, speaklng through
thelr fioor leader, Senator Noel, pro-
taeted against what was termed a dls-
crtminatlon against tho Republlcans ln
the asslgnments mado by the steerlng
commlttee of the Senate. The absence
of any roprescntation upon the Com¬
mittees of Flnanco and Roads was the
subject of especlal complalnt. Flgures,
were presented ghowing that dlstrlcts
having asBC88ed property of over $50,-
000,000 were not represented, whllo
other dlstrlcts, wlth combined assess-
ments of less than half that amount,
had two representatlves on that com¬
mlttee. No reply was made to these
suggestlons, but by a recorded vote
the report of tho steerlng commlttee,
npproved by the Democratlc caucus of
tho Senate, was adoptcd. seven Demo¬
crats votlng wlth the four Republlcans
against Its adoptlon.
In the ..ous.' a jolnt resolutlon cora-

mendlng the character and publlc ser-
vices of the late Wllllam H. Boar. of
Albemarle, and deploring hls untlmely
death, was adopted and was concurred
in by the Senate. Brlef speeches were
mado In both houses, settlng forth In
movlng torms the personal lnerlts and
faithful publlc aervices of Mr. Boaz
as the Ideal of an unpretentlous and
consclentious representatlve.

It was the consensua of oplnlon
among those who had been associated
with him In his work for the State that
thls unusual trlbute to hls memory was
hlghly doserved.
Many bllls of Importanee were ln¬

troduced in both houses. some ot whlch
wlll be consldered ln anothor column.
The; House was In sesslon only

thlrty-flve minutes and there waa no
general dlscussion of any klnd.

Wariulng Up In the Senate.
In tho Senate thero were several

pretty llttle parllamentary contests
over the referenco of some bllls to
certain committees. Thc rullngs of
the presidunt wero glven promptly and
met wlth general approval. and the
usual course of reference was not dis-
turbed.
Senator Gravatt offorod a resolutlon

looklng to a jolnt sesaion of tho Road
Committees of the two houses.
Senator Lassltcr, who is recognlzed as

a specialist in road matters, whlle com-
mendlng the general objects of the
resolutlon. thought It mlght defeat its
purposo by reason of the dlfflculty and
delay incldent to assembllng these
large committees in Jolnt sesslon at
irregular hours. Tho resolutlon went
over under the rules,

The Splrlt of Investigation.
Delegate Curlett presented yester¬

day ln the House a blll provlding for
the appolntment of a standihg com¬
mlttee ln leglslatlve investigation and
recommondation of and concernlng
State Institutions. The demands for
Investigations of this character have
been so numerous and so Insistent at
recent sossions that -Mr. Curlett he-
lieves tho work can best bc dono by a
standing commlttee. >

]t ls Impoasible to say what Inves¬
tigations wlll be asked for at this ses¬

slon, but it ls certain that some such
requests wlll ho forthcoming. Oftpn-
times thc occaslons for these requests

(Contlnued on Thlrd Page.)

KILLED AND R0BBED MOTHER
Wantcd Money-to Pny Hla Uonrd nnd

Coveted Jcwclry for Sweetheart.
TOLEDO. OHIO, January 13..That

he mlght be ablo to galn favor wlth
hls sweetheart. and to obtain money
wlth which to pay hls board, Harvey
Hazel, seventeen years old, murdered
his mother wlth a carpenter's hairuner,
Then ho went to hls boardlng houso,
changed hls clothes, roturned und stolo
?57 and hls mother's Jewelry, which he
Intendod to glve to hls sweetheart.
When John Hazol, the father, came

home tho spn was nrrostod nnd con-

fesaed the crlme without a tremor or a
tear.

FARMER TAKES HIS UFE
julliiu A. Thrlft. of Wcstmorelund,

Shoots lllinsclf.
[.Speclal to Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch. 1

WARSAW, VA., Janua-ry 13..Julian
A. Thrlft. aged sl.vty-llvo years, a

successful farmer, rosldlng near .Old.
ham's, Westmoreland county, commit-
ted sulclde thls mornlng at 8 o'clock by
shootlng himself with a shotgun, the
entlro load taklng el'fect Just below
the hoart. No reason can be asslgned
for the fleed. Mr. Thrlft aeemed iu
the boat of splrits, and had been talk-
lng pleasantly with hia famlly shortly
bofore taklng his llfe. Ho Is aurvlved
by a wklow and ono son.

»

lllohtnoiid Travellng Mnn llruUed.
rSneoial to Tho Tlnv's-Dhnutch.)

ROCKV MOLTNT, VA. Jauuury 13..
Tho BQUtlibpiirid trnln on tho Fiunklin
und I'lttnylvaiila branch of tho .South¬
orn waa wrecked about 12 o'cloek
to-day, Two cnaehes were ovcrturncd,
Mr. J. M. Barbour, representlng the
Etchlaou ITat Company, of Rlchinoud,
was sevoroly bvulsocl, nnd sevoral othev
porsons Iwjuted* but not st-rlously.

LARGEST RESTAURANT
One to Be Estnhllslicd lu IVctv York

Scatlng 8,000.
NEW YORK, January 13..Plana have

been drawn and proctlcaliy all the
IcaaoH slgnod for what ls to "bo thc
largest rostaurant in the world, seat-
lng 8,000 persons. It wlU occupy the
entlro block on the west sldo ot Broad-
way. from Forty-thlrd to Forty-fourth
Street, nnd It wlll havo a roof gar-
don that Is to bo an cxact reproduc-
tlon ln minluture of tho gardens of
the Trlanon, at Versallles. The deco-
ratlons of tho maln rcstatirant are to
bo on a gr.and scalo, and the entlro
structure ia to be exocuted on a plan
of vaatness and beauty nover before
attemptcd In this country.
Approxlmately J4.000,000 wlll bc tho

rontal Involvcd for the grounds and
the bulldings, whlch are to be leased
from tho Astor estatesfor twenty-onc
years, with tho usuai rcnewal prlvl-
Icges.

HAN6ED HERSELF T0 A TREE
Stilcldc ot thc Wlfc of a WcII-Knovrn

Plttsylvaulo Fnrmer.
f Speclal to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.]

DANVILLE. VA.. January 13..Mrs.
P. W. Emerson, wlfe of a., well-known
former resldlng near Fall Creek, thls
county. conimttted sulclde early thls
mornlng by hanglng herself to a small
trce ln thc yiird at her home. Mr.
Emerson and his wlfo arose about 5
o'clock thls mornlng and tho former
went to the stables1 to feod the horses.
When hc returned a few mlnutcs later
for breakfast, hls wlfc was absent. A
pearch found her llmp and stlll warm
body hanglng to a trec. The doed
was commlttcd wlth a rope only a few
feet long, and death was duc to
strangulatlon. Mrs. Emerson has been
In fe-«hle health for somo tlme. and
last November made an unsuccessful
effort to end her llfe by drlnklng
Inudanum. She was about fifty year?
of age, and leaves a husband and ulght
chlldren. .

SAME AS NORTH CAROLINA
Coast Llne Glven AsMnrance Its Rates

Wlll bc Mndc the Sniuc.
COLUMBIA S. C, January 13..

Alexander Hamtlton, flrst vlce-presl-
dent and gerferal counsel of tho Atlan-
tlc Coast¦ Llno Rallway, said to-day at
a conference held wlth Governor Ansol,
the Railroad Commission and Attorney-
Gencral Lyon, that hls road would vol-
untarlly put on In South Carolina the
same passonger rates as would be ap-
plled ln North Carolina, where an extrn.
aesslon of tho Leglslature had beon
called by Governor Glenn to conslder
the sltuatlon.
Whether the rates wero reached by

agreenienl or statute, said Mr. Hamll¬
ton, the same rates wlll be allowod
South Carolina. It ls understood that
thc proposltlon made to North Caro¬
lina called for the same rates as the
Southern Rallway will glve to South
Carolina about April 1st.

EXPECTS TAFT T0 W.1N
Alubninn Den>ocr«t Thlnks He la Only

Mua Who- Ciin .Defeat Bryno.
COLUMBUS, O.. January 13."Tho

RopublIcan8 of Alabama have but one
tnndidate for Preaident, and that la
William H. Taft," said Henry- 6. Gray.
Democratlc Lieufenant-Governor of
Alabama, -who passod through Colum-
bus torday. He. sald further: "The
South ia for Bryan for the Domocratlc
nominere. and I believe ho wlll be the
cholce of the convention. If he is tho
Republlcans have but one man who can
beat him. and that Is Taft. Taft ap-
pears to be popular. not only through¬
out the South, but ln the other parts
of the country I have vlslted. I feel
though I am a Democrat, that lf he ls
nomlnated ho wlll be surely elected. and
further. I regard hls nominatlon as ns-
sured."

A BRUTAL FATHER
Klt'lts Hls Elgliteen-Ycnr-Qld Duughtcr

Into Insenslblllty.
DURHAM, N. C. January 13..Most

horriblo clrcumstances surround a
erlmo commlttcd in this city to-duy,
when Tlllett Vaughan almost kllled hla
ii|ghteen-year-old daughter, Mlss Lllly
Vaughan. He lnjured hor so badly that
tho physiclans hardly entort,aln any
hope for recovery, although she ls rest-
Ing very well to-nlght. Vaughan statnp-
ed her under his feet and klcked her
In the face until her tongue protruded,
causing blood to rush out of her nose
and mouth. Hor facc and neck wero
badly swollen, and she was unconsclous
for over an hour. Vaughan was sent
to jall after a prollmlnary Investiga¬
tion thls mornlng ln default of bond.
He wlll probabiy remaln In jall untll
the- May- term of court, when ho will
be glven a trial.

TWO SAIL0RS DR0WNED
Xortvt-Klan Steamahin Fortunn Kneouu-

tcrn Gnle Off Vlrglnia Coast.
NEWPORT NEWS. VA.. January 13.

.Wlth two sa'-lors of her crew miss-
ing. another serlously lnjured and her
superstructure and hull badly damuged
as tho result of a,n encounter wlth a
terriflc southeaster off the Vlrgtnib
coaBt Saturday night, the, Norwoglan
ateamship Fortuna, whlch steamed
from Norfolk Saturday wlth a eargc
of coal for Havana, arrlved here thif
mornlng. She wlll bo surveyed and
repairod at the local shlpyard.
The ship ran into tho storm shortl.v

before niidntght Saturday nlght, und
for hours Captain Royen and crew
thought thc shlp would founder
Mountatnous seas broke over tho ves-
sel from stom to stern, sweeplng twe
Gennan sallors overboard, injuring an¬
other by hurllng him against thc
houso, carrylng away a pnrt of thc
brldgo, the blnnaclo, compass, port
boats, ventllators and sldo lights, aml
smashlng tho hand wheels at the stern.
Soveral of the steel phttes amldshlpf
wero also badly damaged.

SM0KE HALF TOBACCO GR0WN
t'Hor» i>f PIdi«h Mqke Wuy AVHh Flfty

I'cv Cent. of Aiuprlciiu <"'r«p.
NEW YORK, January I.5..Plpc

smokors conaume more than half o|
all tho tobacco grown In tho UnlteO
Statos, accordlng to a stutement mude
to-day hy -Vice-Presldont Ka'-rls, ot
tho Amer-ican Tobacco Company whlle
tostlfytng in the govornmuiu's sult
against the compuny.

Mr. Harrls sald tho Amerlcan To¬
bacco' Company never has nttempted
to obtnl" n footbohl ln the plug to¬
bacco trade in Canada, aa the tuteresU
now In control -*f tl-nt market uppeareci
to bo tao'&olldly entronched.

Wlden (be Cnunl Lock*.
WASHIXGT.ON, January 13,.Secro-

liiry Taft hns -writton a lottor to tlu
ProslderU roooiumendlng an tnoreasi
of the wldth oC tho Pannnia Canal lock;
from 100 feot ua.nt present planned t(
llo t'eet. Tho change wlll cost abom
$5,000,000 tuklltional, but moots tho nava
vlt-w as to tho Ukollhood of largoi
baUloslilps ln thc futuix

ARE BUIED IN
THEATRE FIRE

Great Number of Wo¬
men and Children
Trampled and
Cremated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
AT BIG BENEFIT

Explosion of Tank Creates Panfc,
and Actors* in Effort to Rdstore
Quict, Knock Over Oil Foot-

Hghts, Setting Fire to thc
Opera-FIouse.Scenes

of Horrbr.

BOYERTOWN, PA., January 13..A
Catastropho, horrlfylng In its detall^
and sickenlng in Its rosult, to-nlght
awcpt nearly 100 souls of thls bprough
Into oternlty in almost tha twlnkllng
of an eye, and injured nearly threo
acore, many of them fatally.
A majorlty of the kllled wero mem¬

bers of the leading familles. AVhlta
the Scpttiah Reformatlon was belng
produced In Hhoadcs Opora House by
Mrs. Monroo, of AVashlngton, a tank
uaed in a moving-plcture aceno est-
ploded. Immediately there waa a wlld
rush for the exlts of the bulldtns.
Men of mature yeara cndcavored to
stili the panic, but their volces could
not bc heard above the shrleks and
screams of the terrlhed women and
children, Avhp composcd tho greatci
part of tho audlence.

The House Tnkes. Flre.
Tho scenes cannot be portrayed flt-

tlngly by the most imaginutlve. Tha
blood-curdling crles for help of thoau
who were penned wlthln the walls at
tho blazlng structure could bo heard
above tho roarlng, aeothlng flaroea. It
semed as though nearly tho entire
audlence made a nmd rush for tha
exlts the moment the explosion-cecurr-
ed. In their attempt to qulet the greal
crowd, those persona who were on tha
3tage accldeptally upset tho coal otl
Jamps used as the foot-llghts. Tho
burnlng oll scattered in all dlroctlonsj
and the lamps, which were used to
llght tho Opera House, esploded. thrbw-
Ing the blaztng oll over the terrorr
strlcken people who were fighting
franticallyf to gain, the exlts.

In the mad rush a sectlon of tha
floor gave way, prectpltating scores oC
persons to the baaoment. It was scarce¬
ly five mlnutes from the time of tha
explqslon of tho tank until the struc¬
ture seemed a roarlng turnace. Thera
was a mad scramble for the stairway
leading from the balcony, and scorea ot
women and children' were kndckod
down 'and trampled upon. At least fltty
persons rlsked their Hves by juniplriff
from thc windows. Llmbs were broken
and skulls Averc crushed by thc daring
method of escape.

Crowtl.t ot Children.
The opera-ho-use was crowded with ttyo

members of St. John's Lutheran Sutx-
day school, who were attendlng a bene¬
flt glvon for that church.
Whlle the show was ln progresa ,a

tank exploded. The actors endeavored
to quiet' the audlence, but in their
anxloty to make themsalves heard and
to avold the awful stampede of ths
women and children, tlio coal oll lamps,'
which were used as the foot lighfs,
were overturued, setting thcplace on
fire. Thc flames, fed by the oll, shot
almost to the oelllng and there was a
wlld rush of the 700 persons to escape
from tho burnlng buildlng. Scores of
women and children were^ trampled
upon, and several who escaped belng
burned to death died after belng drojr-
ged from tho opera-houae. Tn many
cases, it ls sald, entire familles hav«
been wlpod out.

A Scene of Rorror.
The scene whioh followed the ex¬

plosion Is indescrlbable. Scores of
persons, who were In the balcony, at
tho timo the explosion occurred, Jump-
ed from tho windows and sustaind*
fractured'llmbs and skulls.
To add to tho terrlble disaster, th*

fire apparatus becamo dlsabled and tM
structure was left -enttrely to the mercy
of tho scething flames. It is almost
ccrtaln not a vestigo of the bodlea ot
the unfortunates who were overcoma
bv the smoke and perlshed wiU'-evev.
be found. Assiatance was aaked from
Pottstown, but bofore tho fire appar¬
atus from that city reached thla placa
tho entire contro of the structure waa
n roarlng furnaco. Had the women and
children heeded tho warnlng of tha
cooler hoacis in the audieyce tha hor-
rible loss of Ilfo mlght have been
avolded, but there was the uaual panic
and stampede whlch tnvarlably followa
ut such a cutastrophe.

Mnny Trnuiplcrt Under Foot.
The tlanies spread rapldly and com>

munlcoted to the other parts of tha
thontre. Men. women and children
rushed for the many exif. and th*
weuker aex aind the ohlldren wero

trampled and rhalmed In the mad rush
to gain the street.

Aaalatance waa at once aaked of both
Readlng and Pottatown. and apeolal
traln8 carrylng nurses and doctors
wero rushed to the scene of the dl*aa-
ter. Every home wlthln a radius of
half a dozen blocks of.tho opera housa
was made a temporary hospital, where,
the wounded wero rushed by carriugea
aml other means of conveyance.
Boycrtown ls a bor.ough with a pop¬

ulation of about ;,50u, nnd is located
about mldwuy botween Pottstown aml
Itcading. Tho tire la not yot under
contral, but lt la not tliought H wlll
bo eohimunlcatad to othtM- praparty, as
tho opora, house ls ou a plot ot sroundi
by Kself. Ilundreds of poraoas VUr*


